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The Tf.S. Teams of german Treachery 

K.S. Ambassador Rafter IPaye, London , 'February Z4, 1^1 J, 1p.m. 


F or the President and the Secretary of State. 

[British Foreign Secretary Arthur] Balfour has handed me 
the text of a cipher telegram from Zimmermann, German 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to the German Minister to 
Mexico, which was sent via Washington and relayed by Bernstorff 
[German Ambassador to the United States] on January 19. You 
can probably obtain a copy of the text relayed by Bernstorff from 
the cable office in Washington. The first group is the number 
of the telegram, 130, and the second is 13042, indicating the 
number of the code used. The last group but two is 97556, which 
is Zimmermanns signature. I shall send you by mail a copy of the 
cipher text and of the decode into German and meanwhile I give 
you the English translation as follows: 

We intend to begin on the 1st of February unrestricted 
submarine warfare. We shall endeavor in spite of this to keep 
the United States of America neutral. In the event of this not 
succeeding we make Mexico a proposal of alliance on the 
following basis: make war together, makepeace together, 
generous financial support and an understanding on our part 
that Mexico is to re-conquer the lost territory in Texas, New 
Mexico, and Arizona. The settlement in detail is left to you. You 
will inform the President of the above most secretly as soon as 
the outbreak of war with the United States of America is certain 
and add the suggestion that he should, on his own initiative, 
invite Japan to immediate adherence and at the same time 
mediate between Japan and ourselves. Please call the Presidents 
attention to the fact that the ruthless employment of our 
submarines now offers the prospect of compelling England in a 
few months to make peace. Signed, Zimmermann. [January 16. 

1917] 

The receipt of this information has so greatly exercised the 
British Government that they have lost no time in communicating 
it to me to transmit to you, in order that our Government may be 
able without delay to make such disposition as may be necessary in 
view of the threatened invasion of our territory. 

Early in the war, the British Government obtained possession 
of a copy of the German cipher code used in the above message 
and have made it their business to obtain copies of Bernstorff s 


cipher telegrams to Mexico, amongst others, which are sent back 
to London and deciphered here. This accounts for their being 
able to decipher this telegram from the German Government to 
their representative in Mexico and also for the delay from January 
19 until now in their receiving the information. This system has 
hitherto been a jealously-guarded secret and is only divulged now 
to you by the British Government in view of the extraordinary 
circumstances and their friendly feeling towards the United 
States. They earnestly request that you will keep the source of your 
information and the British Governments method of obtaining it 
profoundly secret, but they put no prohibition on the publication of 
Zimmermanns telegram itself. 


The copies of this and other telegrams w 
Washington but were bought in Mexico. 


e not obtained ir 


I have thanked Balfour for the service his Government has 
rendered us and suggest that a private official message of thanks 
from our Government to him would be beneficial. 

I am informed that this information has not yet been given to 
the Japanese Government but I think it not unlikely that when it 
reaches them they may make a public statement on it in order to 
clear up their position regarding the United States and prove their 
good faith to their Allies. 
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